The efficacy of apomorphine - A non-motor perspective.
Non-motor features have a great impact on progression and quality of life in individuals with Parkinson's disease. Current treatments for PD are limited and apomorphine is one of the advanced therapies available with advantageous effects on motor complications. Several studies have suggested that apomorphine has potential benefits in PD patients beyond its established role in the treatment of motor fluctuations and levodopa-induced dyskinesia. This review examines the efficacy of apomorphine in the treatment of non-motor symptoms (NMS), describing recent studies that highlight its possible effect on cognition. Despite a limited number of studies, the available evidence shows that apomorphine has an overall beneficial effect on NMS of PD patients, including neuropsychiatric symptoms, sleep disturbances, pain, urinary dysfunction, and impulse control disorders. If the effects of apomorphine on amyloid deposition are confirmed in the future, its place in the armamentarium of PD treatment could see a shift towards younger and non-demented PD patients.